
Summer Crop Production Estimates 27 February 2019 

 

With the difficult start to the season, the summer rainfall area received good rainfall from January which 

lead to the recovery of the summer growing crops. A large proportion of the summer grains and oilseeds 

were planted after the optimal planting window, this means crops are still in their developmental stage 

and are therefore still highly susceptible to drought and frost damage.  

The CEC released the revised area planted and first production forecast for the 2019 summer crops. 

Their first production estimate shows a total commercial maize crop of 10.5 million tons this is 15.9% 

lower than the previous season’s crop of 12.5 million tons, however the estimated crop size remains in 

line with market expectations. Widespread showers received over the recent weeks have cooled market 

fears over the upcoming crop, causing price declines in the maize market and narrowing the price 

spread between the yellow and white maize market. Follow-up rains remain critical for the central, north-

western to south-eastern Free State, parts of the North West and KZN to ensure crop development and 

minimise drought damage. If drought conditions do materialize, crops may suffer which may support 

prices. 

 

         CROP 

Area 
Planted 

2019 (ha) 

1st 
Production 
Estimate 
2019 (t) 

Final 
Production 
Estimate 
2018 (t) 

Change 
% 

  White maize 1 298 200 5 152 900 6 540 000 -21,2 

  Yellow maize 1 003 600 5 357 120 5 970 000 -10,3 

Total Maize 2 301 800 10 510 020 12 510 000 -16,0 

Sunflower seed 515 350 563 590 862 000 -34,6 

Soybeans 730 500 1 276 035 1 540 000 -17,1 

Groundnuts 20 050 20 100 57 000 -64,7 

Sorghum 50 500 168 400 115 000 +46,4 

Dry beans 59 300 70 950 69 360 +2,3 

TOTAL 3 677 500 12 609 095 15 153 360 -16,8 

Source: Crop Estimates Committee 


