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AFASA calls for all stakeholder to pull together in clamping down the spread of FMD 
 
The African Farmers Association of South Africa is calling for all livestock owners and 
farmers to assist in speedily clamping down the further spread of Foot & Mouth Disease 
within the country. This follows the disease's outbreak in the Limpopo province. This, in 
AFASA's view, can be done by fully complying with the recommendations made by the 
Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development and the livestock industry. 
 
Yesterday, the Department called for farmers and livestock owners that all parties 
transacting with cloven-hoofed animals should observe the utmost caution and advised that 
all gatherings of animals from more than one source (incl. auctions, livestock shows, and 
speculative transactions) should be discouraged until the exact situation is known. 
 
Mr. Neo Masithela, AFASA Chairman said the further spread of the disease could be 
detrimental to the industry and have a negative socio-economic impact on those directly 
affected, especially rural livestock owners who depend on livestock for income. Mr. 
Masithela said in 2011, the FMD outbreak in KZN's Umkhanyakude district cost the country 
R4bn in revenue following a ban on SA exports. 
 
Following news reports about the outbreak that has already affected four feedlots in 
Limpopo, Mr. Masithela warned that if not contained, the disease could spread further in 
the country and specifically into communal areas. He said because of the upcoming festive 
season, animal movement increases due to the high demand of animals for meat. 
Therefore, farmers should adhere to safety protocols to ensure the curbing of the disease. 
All stakeholders must work together to ensure we don’t put the whole country at risk. 
 
In support of the government Department, AFASA calls for a restricted movement of 
animals and all farmers to adhere to the following in terms of movement of cloven-hooved 
livestock: 
 

• If possible, live cloven-hooved animals should not be moved until the current 
situation has been stabilized. Only transport animals that are healthy and destined 
for immediate slaughter.  

• All buyers of animals should ensure that the animals purchased are free of disease, 
especially free of FMD. Any transaction of cloven-hoofed animals should be 
accompanied by a veterinary health certificate issued by a veterinarian  



 

• It should be noted that the FMD virus can remain viable in the environment for a few 
days. Thus, any transport vehicle should be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected away 
from any animals before animals are loaded.  Vehicles used to transport animals to 
abattoirs should thus be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected before leaving the 
abattoir premises.  

 
Biosecurity 
 

• Any person having had contact with possibly infected animals should take all 
precautions necessary to change clothing and footwear before handling other 
cloven-hoofed animals.  

• Anybody that is unsure of the above advice should please contact their local state or 
private veterinarian for biosecurity guidance and/or assistance to develop a 
biosecurity protocol for their farm.  

 
AFASA is working with stakeholders and has informed all its leaders at local and district 
municipality, as well as provincial levels to ensure that farmers stay alert and report any 
suspicion of the disease to the relevant authorities. Signs of disease in animals may include 
depressed animals, sores in the mouth of animals causing reluctance to eat, and lameness. 
FMD may show no clinical signs for up to 14–21 days when animals are infected. 
 
Due to alarming conditions in Limpopo, AFASA has deployed its Director, Mr Tshianeo 
Mathidi to be on the ground at all times to liaise with farmers and all stakeholders. “We are 
also seeking discussions with all relevant farmer organizations to see if we could work 
together in curbing this disease. We are aware of the financial implications the suggested 
temporary measures to ban auctions may have on farmers, but we are also aware of the 
socio-economic impact the further spread of the disease into other provinces could have on 
the country,” concluded Mr. Masithela. 
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